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A: FIRST THINGS 

Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you. (NKJV) 

Introduction: On releasing the flow of giving in a local body, I believe one must start with ‘’first 
things’.  ‘First things’ link to much deeper principles than just setting right your priorities. The deeper 
depths of man’s values must be addressed.  Correct prioritising only happens as our values shift 
into accuracy.  

1. First Give 

First fruits are a principle of faith that God has established from the beginning.  In Hebrew, it is the 

word ‘bikkurim’, and it literally means ‘a promise to come.’  

First fruits mean: the first in priority, order or rank.  It is the first and foremost thing.  First fruits 

are the principle of dedicating our ‘first things’ to the Lord, so that everything else can fall into their 

proper/divine position.  It’s about aligning ourselves with God’s order.  

The Biblical principle of first fruits can be summed up like this: the ‘first fruits’ establish the 

pathway for what follows or is yet to come. Though long overlooked by many, this divine 

establishment of God's order of things is the root that governs the rest.  

When you KEEP FIRST THINGS FIRST through faith and obedience, you turn God's promise into His 

PROVISION!  

2. First Honour 

We honour God's principle of ‘first things’ if we obey.  To be in alignment with what God has for us, 

we must start off as instructed by obeying God's Holy Principles!   God's Word clearly instructs us on 

how to conduct ourselves. 

Leviticus 23:9-10: "When you come into the land which I gave you, and reap its harvest, then you 

shall bring a sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest." (NKJV) 

 

In the Old Testament, Exodus 23:19 says this: “The first of the first fruits of thy land shalt you bring 

into the house of the Lord your God.” (NKJV) 

Besides these verses, there are several other specific ‘first things’ that God designates as being His in 

the Old Testament.  People were supposed to offer the best of their ‘first things’ to God.  

God’s intention was to convey the message to humanity that the first of every significant thing 

must be devoted to Him, so that everything to follow would be blessed. 
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Proverbs 3:9: "Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your increase." (NKJV) 

God claims the first fruits of anything and everything! It rightfully belongs to Him in His divine 

order. When we apply the principle of first fruits – First Things First – in our lives, we begin to see 

that all firsts should be given to the Lord:  

 The first part of the day  

 The first day of the week and  

 The first of our harvest; be it the wages for the first hour, the first day, the first week, or the 

month. 

This includes: 

 The best of our time 

 The best of our energy 

 The best of our giftedness 

 The best of our ability 

 The best of our money   

Matthew 6:33 “Jesus declared, "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness... all these things 

will be added to you" (NKJV) 

God adds the "things" to you when the correct foundation is in place to be built upon.  

3. Jesus First  

Remember that ‘the Old Testament is the New concealed, and the New Testament is the Old 

revealed.’  Most of what we see in the Old Testament is a ‘type and shadow’ of what was to come in 

the New Testament.  What came in the New Testament? 

 Jesus Christ’s Lordship &  

 The Kingdom of God. 

In the Old Testament, God was preparing and priming humanity for the entrance of Jesus and the 

Kingdom of God.  The New Testament tears away the veil to reveal the full measure of the principles 

of ‘first things’. 

The principle of first fruits is therefore a ‘type and shadow’ that has been fulfilled in Jesus’ arrival 

on earth.  

1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” (NKJV)   
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Adam was the first person who God created. When he became contaminated with sin, everyone 

else became contaminated, too. 

Romans 5:1 “Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over 

those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come.” 

(NKJV) 

The first man, Adam, was a template or a pattern of everyone else to come. Remember the 

definition again of first fruits?  First fruits are the principle of dedicating our ‘first things’ to the 

Lord, so that everything else can fall into their proper position and cause a blessing for us.  

So we learn that the manner in which you govern ‘first things’ in your life sets a pattern for how 

the rest of those things will flow or come to fruition.  

Ever since Adam fell into death, death reigned until a new first fruit was sent and a New Covenant 

was made. The New covenant came in the person of Christ Jesus. 

The Old Testament vaguely pointed to Him, but the New Testament proclaims about Him!  

In Romans 8:29, the Bible declares: “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to 

the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (NKJV) 

Jesus is the firstborn, or first fruit, among many brethren.  

Jesus is our pattern now. We no longer live under the failure and shame of Adam; we have the 

victory and confidence of Christ! 

Jesus is our pattern and template, not Adam anymore. We are destined to be conformed to His 

image.  He is our pattern and instead of death, life has come! 

Conclusion:  

In Amos, God says, “Stop your songs. Stop your offerings. I will not accept them because your 

hearts aren’t right with me.”  “The sacrifices of God,” says the Psalmist “are a broken spirit and a 

contrite heart,” these are the sacrifices that God accepts. 

We offer up ourselves to God by giving Him our best in every area of life: at work, in relationships, 

in trials and in sufferings, in the mornings, in prayer and in our giving.  This might seem unto death 

but it is a sacrifice given unto a glorious promise of life.  

If we are to be used by God, we need to put first things first.  I therefore challenge you to put FIRST 

THINGS FIRST and HONOR GOD! Start activating the Word by offering God your LIFE as a seed 

towards the harvest that He has prepared for you. 
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B: AN APOSTOLIC PERSPECTIVE ON GIVING 

Romans 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” (NKJV) 

1. The perspective that Paul taught 

As New Testament believers, we are the offering and the sacrifice, it is because we have 

surrendered ourselves, that we can give all that we own to God. Paul gave himself and his 

possessions.  

2 Corinthians 12:15 “But I will most gladly spend [myself] and be utterly spent for your souls. If I 

love you exceedingly, am I to be loved [by you] the less?” (AMP) 

Paul taught us the principle: Spend and be spent 

I believe the problem we have in the church with people who do not tithe is that we are asking 

people who have not yet given themselves completely to the Lord to tithe. When you understand 

giving and giving yourself to the Lord, you live beyond tithing – you then become the tithe. 

Romans 3:31 “Do we then by [this] faith make the Law of no effect, overthrow it or make it a dead 

letter? Certainly not! On the contrary, we confirm and establish and uphold the Law.” (AMP) 

In this context, every aspect of the law is fulfilled in us.  When you give yourself to the Lord you 

move beyond the keeping of the law to being the fulfilment of the law.  The Jews tithed; we will do 

better.   

Matthew 5:20  ”For I tell you, unless your righteousness (your uprightness and your right standing 

with God) is more than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven.” (AMP) 

The Jew/scribe/Pharisee could bring his tithe, but could not sacrifice himself to God – He gave, but 

still loved his tithe – his possessions, etc.   In Jesus, we are owned by God.  This position of death to 

self releases a grace into our lives whereby we can give completely and receive without measure or 

restriction.  The beginning of our provision lies in the moment when we give ourselves, then God 

begins to work in and through us.  

Galatians 2:20 ” I have been crucified with Christ [in Him I have shared His crucifixion]; it is no longer 

I who live, but Christ (the Messiah) lives in me; and the life I now live in the body I live by faith in 

(by adherence to and reliance on and complete trust in) the Son of God, Who loved me and gave 

Himself up for me.” (AMP) 

Self denial is the key to understanding how to give.  The just shall live by faith! 
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Hebrews 10:38 “But the just shall live by faith [My righteous servant shall live by his conviction 

respecting man’s relationship to God and divine things, and holy fervor born of faith and conjoined 

with it]; and if he draws back and shrinks in fear, My soul has no delight or pleasure in him.” (AMP) 

Philippians 2:13 ” [Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in 

you [energizing and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and to work for His good 

pleasure and satisfaction and delight.” (AMP) 

When God truly starts to work in you, you cease to exist in legalism.  Only then we can be Spirit-led 

(See Rom 8:14).  You now are no longer looking for a blessing, you become the blessing.  This moves 

us beyond the open windows of heaven found in Malachi 3. 

2. We no longer live under an open window, but an open heaven 

Scripture Reference: Acts 7:55-60 

Stephen saw heavens open because he gave himself.  John on the Isle of Patmos saw heaven open 

because he denied himself for the sake of the gospel. (See Rev 4:1). When Jesus denied himself 

before John the Baptist we see the heavens open. (See Matt 3:13-16).  

When Christ gave himself on the cross the heavens were opened for us for all eternity, never to 

close again.  We no longer only live under an open window that can be closed – but if we truly 

surrender our lives to Him, the heavens are opened over our lives.  

Conclusion:  

• We are no longer under the law with regards to tithing.  Do we still tithe?  Yes, we do – not 

because of the law, but in response to the principles and patterns of giving that we find in both the 

Old and New Testament. 

• Through ourselves giving sacrificially and denying ourselves, we start to tap into not just an 

open window (as under the law) but into an open heaven. 

We must decide to become the tithe, offering and sacrifice in order to do great exploits for the 

Lord in this move.  The life we live then becomes a demonstration of the abundant provisions of 

God.  

We are to be living sacrifices.  No man can be of any use to God unless he has learnt the skill to die 

to his own self. 
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C: HOW TO DEAL WITH FINANCIAL LACK 

The way we deal with money is different than the way this world deals with it.  Our worth as 

human beings are not determined by the amount of money we have but by who Jesus says we are. 

Our values are different and therefore our evaluation of circumstances is also different.  It is not 

money that makes the world turn; realistically, it  is God that sustains us and creation.  Our 

dependency is not upon man and his institutions, but we are being upheld by God.  He is our source 

and He is our reward.  

So how do we deal with the lack of finances? 

1. Our Perspective changes (We are a prosperous people) 

We do not operate from lack.  We operate from the innumerable riches of Christ.  Money does not 

determine our position of prosperity but our connection to Christ determines our position.  The 

Bible says that the righteous prosper in all their ways.  We are a prosperous people!  

Psalm 1:1-3  

The Way of the Righteous  

1 Blessed is the man 
Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, 
    Nor stands in the path of sinners, 
    Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
    And in His law he meditates day and night. 
3 He shall be like a tree 
    Planted by the rivers of water, 
    That brings forth its fruit in its season, 
    Whose leaf also shall not wither; 
And whatever he does shall prosper. (NKJV) 

In Hebrew, the word for prosper is ‘tsalakh’ and it refers to: succeeding as God succeeded with His 

plan of redemption. (See Isaiah 53:10).  The picture of prosperity in the Hebrew mind is ‘wading 

through a river on a camel’s back’. (See II Samuel 19:18)   You make it to the other side!  You finish 

happily!  You prosper! 

When you make it to the end of the day, the end of the week, you are prosperous!  It may not look 

like prosperity to others who judge according to worldly standards, but you made it!  You waded 

through the river!  

So, we should not be ashamed of our prosperity.  Others may scoff at it and despise it, but it is 

precious to us!  My God delights in my prosperity, why would I not delight in it as well?  

My Heavenly Father owns the cattle on a thousand hills!  All the silver and the gold belong to Him. 

He is prosperous and I am His child!  I will wade through the river of circumstances and make it to 

the other side on the back of my faith in Him! 
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We tend to think of prosperity in a purely materialistic way.  We think that if we have all the money 

we want, we can buy what we want and that is prosperity, but true prosperity means you are able 

to meet the demands of life and wade through to the other side! 

The reason why we never think we are prosperous is because we have a false sense of prosperity. 

That is why prosperity becomes a carrot in front of the horse’s nose that it can never reach.  We are 

waiting for something that might never happen and we frustrate the grace of God that is sufficient 

for us.  

So, we never rejoice because we have false expectations from God and for ourselves. Once we get 

the true perspective on prosperity, we became grateful and thank God for our level of prosperity 

that helps us through every single day of our lives.  Only once we accept our prosperity, does it 

begin to increase! 

2. We break Covetousness (Covetousness is the fear of not having enough) 

Jesus taught often on finances, yet we note that He emphasized and warned the most against the 

spiritual danger of covetousness.  He did not emphasise the many biblical principles on how to 

manage money.  He focused on stewarding money with the right spirit, which includes not loving it, 

hoarding it, or trusting in it.  

We refute both the spirits of poverty and over-indulgence.  

2I pray that you prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers. (3 John:2) (NKJV) 

Jesus taught that God gives to us in proportion to the measure of our giving.  Covetousness is the 

fear of not having enough.  It is a spiritual condition that opposes faith and limits Godly provision. 

38Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running 

over…For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you. (Luke 6:38) (NKJV) 

The measure in which we act against fear and covetousness, by operating in the opposite spirit  of 

faith and generosity, determines some of the measure in which God intervenes in our finances.  

The best antidote against covetousness is tithing and giving! 

3. We live in a new way (embracing voluntary weakness) 

The Sermon on the Mount lifestyle, also referred to as the fasted lifestyle, is a call to embrace 
voluntary weakness.  Jesus spoke of the paradox in Paul’s life of embracing weakness so as to 
experience more strength in the Spirit (2 Cor. 12:9). He was not referring to moral weakness, but to 
Paul’s Godly choices to embrace voluntary weaknesses.  

9My grace [power] is sufficient for you [Paul], for My strength is made perfect in weakness. (2 Cor. 

12:9) (AMP) 

There are many types of “fasting” in the fasted lifestyle (See Mt. 6:1-18).  We fast time, energy, 
money, and words by giving, serving, praying, blessing our enemies and fasting food.  Each is a form 
of fasting, in which we voluntarily embrace weakness to experience more of God’s strength.  
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In giving, we fast our money and financial strength.  In serving and prayer, we fast our time and 
energy, investing it in others and in intercession.  In giving up food, we fast our physical and 
emotional strength.  Blessing our enemies requires that we fast our words and reputation.  

Possibly the greatest enemy of the fasted lifestyle among believers is the false notion that fasting is 
radical Christianity and is optional for healthy Christianity - It is not.  Fasting is normal and basic to 
the Christian life—it is ]Christianity 101.’  It is not possible to live biblical Christianity without being 
committed to a lifestyle of praying, fasting, giving, serving and blessing our enemies.  

We are called to serve and give (charitable deeds: service and/or money (Mt. 6:1-4, 19-21). 
Charitable deeds refer to acts of servanthood and financial giving.  They include more than ministry 
to the poor, but encompass an investment of time or money to serve people in God’s will.  

Conclusion:  

So how do we deal with the lack of finances? 

 Our Perspective change and we believe that we are prosperous based on God’s opinion, not 

man’s. 

 We break Covetousness (fear of not having enough) by stewarding money with the right 

spirit; which includes not loving it, hoarding it, or trusting in it.  Tithing and giving has been 

appointed by God as an antidote to covetousness.  

 We live in a new way by voluntarily embracing weakness.  In giving, we fast our money and 

financial strength and we know that when we are weak we are actually strong.  

 

Looking at the things that stand in the way of total consecration regarding giving I want to address 

the following: 

D: THE DANGER OF ENTITLEMENT 

Entitlement creates an inward, self focused, self-centered person. The sheer nature of the 
message is the importance, rights and benefits YOU deserve. We become the focus and the means 
to the end. God is reduced to someone who helps me get what I believe I am entitled to.  This is an 
alarming reality. 

This ‘spiritual entitlement’ leads us to believe that God owes us something - that He is in some way 
compelled to give us what we want.  We have a right to material abundance, comfort, zero 
problems, the nice house and all the other things our culture of entitlement tells us we deserve. 

Within church culture, entitlement can be expressed with these sayings, “I deserve to be a part of 
this ministry”, “I have a right to this platform”, “I am entitled to this position”.  Some believe they are 
entitled based on tenure, money and/or ministry experience. Regardless, living the Christian life 
with feelings of what is owed to us, what we deserve and what we have a right to, puts us in 
harm’s way.  

1. Why many walk away from the Lord 

Many people leave the faith because “God/Church didn’t come through for them”.  For many, the 
reason God/Church didn’t work is because God was never made Lord of their lives.  He was a means 
to get what they felt they were entitled to.  When this didn’t happen it was a simple decision to 
move on to the next thing. 
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Though I believe God gives us gifts and wants to meet our needs, the heart of the salvation message 
is the fact that we stand guilty before a holy God.  Our sin has separated us from our heavenly 
Father. 

Provision has been made on the cross by Jesus to save us from our sin and remove our guilt.  He will 
rescue us, redeem us and save us if we simply invite Him to be Lord of our lives. 

What we deserve is to be eternally separated from God but now we enjoy knowing God our Creator, 
Father and friend based on the finished work of Christ on the cross.  There is much to be grateful 
for. 

2. God owes us nothing 

God owes us nothing.  God is not entitled, obligated to or in any way relegated to give us anything. 
He is God. He gives because He wants to, not because He has to. 

He is the center of all things and we are not.  All things exist for His good pleasure. 

The Good News is that even though God owes us nothing, out of His great love He will give us what 
we need and even things we desire. Yet, He is never entitled to give us a thing. It’s from 
unconditional love by grace that He gives. 

The problem with entitlement is that it creates an attitude that puts a selfish demand on God’s 
generosity and creates conditions in the relationship that are unhealthy and I would dare say, 
deadly. 

3. The dark side of entitlement 

If we believe that God owes us something then the measure of our thankfulness is now based on 
God’s performance and the entitlements we expect from Him.  When we sense we have a right to 
something we distance ourselves from grace and ultimately, God. 

To the extent that we fall into an entitlement trap we become more deserving in our own eyes and 
God’s grace gets less and less amazing in our estimation. 

Before we know it, gratitude and thanksgiving are slowly replaced with bitterness, pride and envy. 

Romans 1:21 “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, 
but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” (NKJV) 

If we become ungrateful and cease to give honor to the Lord, our thinking becomes futile and our 
hearts grow dark. 

Now the opposite is true.  The more we honor and give thanks to God, the mind becomes fruitful and 
our hearts become filled with light. 

4. Five ways to loosen entitlements’ grip on our lives 

As Christians, how can we minimize the traffic that entitlement brings?  How can we stay free from 
its message? 

4.1 Give Thanks – Giving thanks to God in all things is the antidote to entitlement, as well as 
worry.  Thanksgiving is the barometer of the heart - when thanksgiving is strong, entitlement is 
weak.  Entitlement cannot stick to a grateful heart. 

http://bib.ly/Ro1.21
http://gregsimas.org/why-i-give-thanks-in-all-circumstances/
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 1Th. 5:18 “In everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (NKJV) 

4.2 Remember Grace – Remember what God saved you from and recall often how His love, grace 
and mercy reached you when you could’ve cared less. 

When we remember how utterly blind we were, how completely lost we were, how hopeless we 
were, how sin sentenced us to life forever without God and when we had zero desire to pursue Him, 
He died for us. When we remember these things, praise fills our mouths for all the Lord has done and 
entitlements soon become distant thoughts. 

Titus 3:3-7 “At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of 
passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4 But 

when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous 
things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” 

4.3 Think Eternally – Live with eternity in mind. (An eternal perspective)  

This life is but a flicker compared to what lies ahead.  Try setting your mind in heavenly places. “Eye 
has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him (1 Cor. 2:9).” What we receive in the next life blows away anything 
we can imagine right now.  Live through the lens of eternity and not the temporal.  

Hebrews 11:25-26 — “[Moses] chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater 

value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.” 

4.4 Cut back on Media – The voices of entitlement travel through media.  Folks are cutting back on 
television, web-surfing, movies and other forms of media to help them clear the clutter in their 
minds.  It’s much easier to detach ourselves from the entitlement message when we control the 
gates of our ears and eyes. 

4.5 Understand your Purpose – We live not just for ourselves but our lives impact and impart the 
mysteries of Christ to our generation.  Live for others and understand that some are called in this 
life to suffer some things on behalf of others.  

Conclusion: Entitlement does not mean that we cannot ask things from God. The Bible clearly says to 
ask, seek and knock. Bring your requests to God. Believe Him for provision, healing, deliverance, 
even that promotion. But always remember, He never “owes it” to you. He gives because He loves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bib.ly/1Th5.18
http://bib.ly/Ti3.3-7
http://bib.ly/1Co2.9
http://gregsimas.org/how-do-you-want-to-approach-god-you-choose/
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E: THE SPIRIT OF POVERTY 

"The goal of the spirit of poverty is not just to keep things from us, but to keep us from the will of 
God. To do this, Satan may even give us great riches, but our lives will nevertheless be just as empty 

and full of worries as if we were destitute." Rick Joyner 

Ephesians 1:19-23 (MSG) 15-19 That’s why [Ephesians’], when I heard of the solid trust you have in 
the Master Jesus and your outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking 

God for you—every time I prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. But I do more than thank. I 
ask—ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and 

discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what 
it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, 

oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength! 20-

23 All this energy issues from Christ: God raised him from death and set him on a throne in deep 
heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to governments, no name and 

no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but forever. He is in charge of it all, 
has the final word on everything. At the centre of all this, Christ rules the church. The church, you 

see, is not peripheral to the world; the world is peripheral to the church. The church is Christ’s body, 
in which he speaks and acts, by which he fills everything with his presence. 

Introduction: When we are born again, we were redeemed from the curse of the law. The curse of 
the law is poverty, sickness and spiritual death. We have been redeemed from the curse and now 
live under the New Covenant. (See Galatians 3:8-14) 

Yet still we are all daily in a spiritual battle [not a war without knowledge of the outcome]; but a 
battle where the enemy of our faith will attempt to defeat and destroy our faith. Remember that 
the battle is to rob us of our faith. The only battle we therefore fight is the good fight of faith – to 
keep our faith. (See 1 Tim 6:12 and 2 Tim 4:7)  

One of these evil spirits we face in our daily battle is the spirit of poverty which you’ll see in this 
teaching has very little to do with money. 

1. Stronghold of Discontentment 

The Spirit of Poverty will bind the believer in a stronghold called discontentment that Satan uses to 
keep the Church in bondage.  Every church and every believer must overcome this enemy in order to 
walk in the purposes for which they are called.  This Stronghold is one of the enemy’s most 
successful weapons against us, but by overcoming it we gain a place of Spiritual Authority FROM 
WHICH WE CAN BE USED TO MEET SOME OF THE WORLD’S PRESSING NEEDS. 

Wherever this stronghold is overthrown, it is like casting off the darkness of the most terrible 
spiritual Winter and seeing the world blossom into Spring again. 

When we think of poverty, we usually think of money or economics, but the spirit of poverty may or 
may not have anything to do with these.  The SPIRIT OF POVERTY WILL establish a STRONGHOLD OF 
DISCONTENTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF KEEPING US FROM WALKING IN THE FULLNESS OF THE 
VICTORY GAINED FOR US AT THE CROSS, OR THE BLESSINGS OF OUR INHERITANCE IN CHRIST. 
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This can relate to everything from the quality of our marriages to the anointing we have for 
ministry, our stewardship regarding finances, as well as any other resources that we need for what 
we have been called to do. 

The main goal of the spirit of poverty is not just to keep things from us, but to keep us from the will 
of God for our lives.  To do this, Satan may even give us great riches, but our lives will nevertheless 
be just as full of worries and fear as if we were broke and destitute.  

The constant struggle to live full and purposeful lives has got little to do with the amount of money 
we need or have; but more so the level of discontentment by which we live. 

2. Satan, the prince of darkness   

Satan is called ”The prince of darkness” because darkness is his domain. His main strategy is to keep 
us from seeing the light of God’s Word. Therefore, whenever the light of understanding shines on 
something, his authority over it is broken. Why? Because Satan can only rule where there is 
darkness, or ignorance of the truth of God.  

Truth breaks Satan’s power. This is why the Lord said, “You shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
set you free.” (John 8:32) 

The truth according to our scripture reference is: God raised him [Jesus] from death and set him on 
a throne in deep heaven, in charge of running the universe, everything from galaxies to 
governments, no name and no power exempt from his rule. And not just for the time being, but 
forever. He is in charge of it all and has the final word on everything. 

3. Jesus, the Light of the World 

Note that both the Lord Jesus and the Church are called:”The light of the world” (See John 8:12 and 
Mathew 5:14) Jesus came to”Destroy the works of the devil.” (See 1 John 3:8), and the way that He 
did this was by shining light into the darkness. Therefore when we walk in the light as He did we 
will also destroy the enemy’s works? 

1 John 1:5-7 (NKJV) 5This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that 
God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk 

in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

GET THIS! Principalities will not flee just because we command them to. We must push them out 
by walking in the light that exposes them. Truth demonstrated by accurate living is the most 
powerful spiritual weapon there is, and we have been entrusted with it. 

Our goal for being free from the spirit of poverty is not so that we can have things that we need or 
want, but so that we can do the will of God, without hindrance from either physical or spiritual 
depravity.  

According to our scripture reference Paul explains it like this: He says; I ask the God of our Master, 
Jesus Christ, the God of glory to make you intelligent and discerning in knowing him personally, 
your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasping 
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the immensity of this glorious way of life he has for his followers, oh, the utter extravagance of his 
work in us who trust him—endless energy, boundless strength! 

When the world witnesses our freedom, it will start asking for answers that we have. When we are 
free from the yoke of the spirit of poverty, our freedom will be manifested in the natural as well as 
the spiritual. 

4. Know the will of God for your Life 

Evidence that we have been truly freed from the yoke of the spirit of poverty is that we are able to 
make decisions based on what the will of the Lord is and not on how much money we have or do 
not have.  I know that this statement is foreign to most believers but it’s the truth anyway. 

So, what is the will of God? Well to start, know that it is God’s will that we have enough to fulfill his 
will and any given instruction.  God gives the perfect measure of grace to meet every demand in 
every season. 

Whenever God calls you to do something, He always supply the perfect measure of grace to get the 
job done. God will never lead you where His promises cannot keep you.  

2 Corinthians 9:8 (MSG) 8-11 God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that you’re ready 
for anything and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be done. As one psalmist puts 

it, He throws caution to the winds, giving to the needy in reckless abandon. His right-living, right-
giving ways never run out, never wear out. This most generous God who gives seed to the farmer 

that becomes bread for your meals is more than extravagant with you. He gives you something you 
can then give away, which grows into full-formed lives, robust in God, wealthy in every way, so 

that you can be generous in every way, producing with us great praise to God. 

Secondly, know that it is imperative that we set a goal for being financially independent, (get out of 
debt) because that is His will for any of His Children.  It is not His will for any of His to be bound by 
the yokes of this world.  

We must therefore seek financial independence, but always keep in mind that it is a means and not 
the end in itself.  To be financially independent without knowing our purpose in God would be like 
getting all dressed up with no place to go. 

5. The Key to Contentment 

Like Paul, we can be content if we are either abased or abounding, as long as we are walking in the 
will of God for us.  That is the key phrase: “walking in the will of God for us”. We don’t want to be 
either abased or abounding if we are not living in His will.  

The key for liberation from any evil stronghold in our life is to do God’s Will and for this to happen 
obedience is required. 

Philippians 4:11-13 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, 
to be content: 12 I know how to be abased and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things 

I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me. (NKJV) 
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Conclusion: The purpose of getting free from this stronghold is to enable us to do His will. We must 
live our lives with the goal to "have as much as needed to fulfil the will of God in our lives; not to 
live in comfort, or be able to retire early or have a large house or expensive car.  

We should not run the world’s race.  We rather choose to run God’s race and it is not about us!  It is 
all about God and His goals! 

My prayer for you is that you receive this word and understand that there is a very real spiritual 
battle waged against your life, from the kingdom of darkness – Go through to the other side, 
because your promotion is on the other side of your obedience. 

F: THE ART OF RECEIVING 

Any army has a supply line. Without a supply line the armies at the forefront will be cut off from 
their provision and will have to withdraw. Every local body needs a supply line.  

Luke 6:38 "Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be 

measured back to you."  

Because of your greatest need, you need to give your greatest gift in order to set the law of giving 
and receiving into motion!  Let it be an act of your deepest love and strongest faith. Give as 
sacrificially as God gave.  God’s reward system works: Souls are being saved because God gave His 
best and expects to receive!  Jesus is our pattern for giving and receiving! 

It is more blessed to give than to receive according to Jesus, but just how many people can really 
receive in a way that pleases the Master?  We need to understand receiving the way He taught it in 
order to enjoy what He has to give.  Many people can take, but few can receive.  There is an art in 
receiving that is lost in modern society where everyone feels the world owes them something! 

It takes humility to receive.  Giving can make you proud.  Giving is so gratifying that you 
complement yourself and remind others of what you have given them.  It is so hard for the self to 
die, but learning to receive is a humbling experience. Pride cannot receive because it never admits 
that it needs anything. 

There is a grace in giving and there is a grace in receiving.  When you give, your right hand should 
not know what your left hand is doing and in receiving you should receive from the Lord through 
the vessel He chose to bless you with and be thankful so that the cycle of giving and receiving can 
end with thanksgiving towards the Lord who started the cycle in the first place!  

Mike Wood, simply says: “Money circulates!”  In Luke 6 Jesus taught his disciples a few principles on 
giving and receiving. Note that giving and receiving is not just about money and provision.  Your 
capacity to be able to give and your capacity to be able to receive have a lot to do with how you 
give and receive. 

Luke 6:37-38 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: 
forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: (38) Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 

measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.  

(38) ‘Didomi’ - GIVE in Greek describes the act of giving something to someone else’s advantage.  It 
also indicates that you give something of worth or value from yourself; in other words, to give is 
equal to you letting it go – “no strings attached!”   Therefore, you cannot tell that person what to 
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do with the gift you have given.  Once you have given, it belongs to someone else and they can do 
with it what they want to.  There is no prescribed giving involved here.  You commission your gift 
away from yourself to go and be a blessing to someone else. 

‘Metron’ - GOOD MEASURE is the Greek word Luke uses to explain the good measure used to 
receive the rewards of your giving. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure...” 

It speaks of a measuring rod or the standard by which things are measured.  There is a limit to 
what you can receive.  Your vessel to receive or your measure to receive is determined by how 
much you are willing to give, or your metron determines it. Your metron determines the extent of 
what you can receive.  There is a set portion that belongs to you, it is called your metron or good 
measure. 

The way you measure to give is also the extent of the measure of how you will receive. The 
manner with which you measure out a gift for others will be anti-measured back to you!  Anti is a 
prefix telling you the reason why. If you used that specific measure to give to others, that same 
measure will be used for you when it is time for you to receive.  This is God’s law of giving and 
receiving in any area of your life.  We have to learn this principle before anything will change in our 
giving and receiving. 

"Give and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over 
will be put into your bosom” 

Conclusion: Receiving only begins as you set your heart on giving 

2 Cor 9:7 "Let each one [give] as he has made up his own mind and purposed in his heart, not 
reluctantly or sorrowfully or under compulsion, for God loves (He takes pleasure in, prizes above 
other things, and is unwilling to abandon or to do without) a cheerful (joyous "prompt to do it") 

giver [whose heart is in his giving]." (AMP) 

("So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a 
cheerful giver." (NKJV) 

Your heart must be set on giving and not on receiving.  Let us give with a giving heart, a cheerful 
heart - God loves a cheerful giver.  People who give out of their heart decide before Sunday how 
much to give.  God isn't prepared to do without a purposeful and a cheerful giver, a people who 
gives out of their hearts. 

2 Corinthians 9:9 "As it is written: "He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor; his 
righteousness endures forever." 

Let us break free - let us disperse abroad! Don’t just think of yourself - think outside of yourself.  Life 
becomes worthwhile when you live for others.  Realise that the seed you sow in giving out is not 
just staying here.   

Remember: We live to better the lives of others. 

 

 


