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Instruction 

/ɪnˈstrʌkʃ(ə)n/ 

• a direction/directive or order. 

• "he issued instructions to” 

• detailed information about how something should be done or operated. 

Introduction: Nobody likes to be told what to do – right? Yet if we look to the Bible it is filled with 

instructions. Many interpret these instructions as mere suggestions or information. The response in 

many cases is: well, I will think about it?  

Today I want to talk to you about the way we receive the Word and the messengers God sends to bring 

the Word. If we listen to the Word or read the Word with an intent to receive the Word it has the power 

to change us forever. If we however only listen to critique the message or the messenger, the Word is 

rendered powerless.  

What qualifies the messenger to preach the message of the kingdom has nothing to do with perfection. 

Perfection is not a fruit of the spirit! It has to do with a calling. God enables (anoints) and qualifies the 

messenger and the proof of this calling is found in the fruit thereof – changed lives. My authority to 

preach the word does not come from my ability or giftedness, but it comes from God.  

If you are looking for perfection in a preacher you will never find the right church. We are all busy being 

reformed. I am challenging preachers and congregants today to discern again the power of the Word of 

God preached by anointed men and woman of God.   

• Instructions from the Apostle James 

James 1:21 Amplified Bible, Classic Edition (AMPC) 
21 So get rid of all uncleanness and the rampant outgrowth of wickedness, and in a humble 

(gentle, modest) spirit receive and welcome the Word which implanted and rooted [in your 

hearts] contains the power to save your souls. 

This one verse is loaded with instructions that’ll give us the ability to successfully and consistently be a 

doer of the Word.  

Lay Aside: 



First of all, James instructs us to lay aside all uncleanness, and everything that soils us. He speaks of the 

rampant outgrowth of wickedness – like a cancerous growth it has to be cut out of our lives.  

You and I must first be aware of the things that will soil us, and evil things that are endeavoring to attach 

themselves to us. We are commanded (instructed) to lay them aside; and strip ourselves of those things. 

Hebrews 12:1 New King James Version (NKJV) 
12 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 

aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us, 

Receive with Meekness: 

We are instructed to receive with meekness the implanted Word which has the ability to save our souls.  

To receive with meekness simply means to humble yourself and to be teachable. Meekness doesn't 

mean weakness. It means letting go of what we think and submitting our mind, will, and emotions to 

God's Word. Meekness is strength under control. It means to be teachable. 

The implanted Word: 

 

We already have the Word if we have Jesus – he is the Word that became flesh and dwelled amongst 

us. (See John chapter 1) So. the engrafted or implanted Word must be embedded into our life (rooted 

in your hearts) to the point that it becomes second nature for us to be a doer of it. The Word is 

received so well that it becomes a supernatural part of who we are. 

Therefore, the scripture says that the attitude that we have toward the implanted Word will ultimately 

determine how much of our soul is saved. 

Luke 8:18 New King James Version (NKJV) 
18 Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him more will be given; and 

whoever does not have, even what he seems to have will be taken from him.” 

The saving of our Souls: 

What does it mean to have our soul saved? Notice to who James is writing to. He is writing to people 

who are already believers, so James could not be talking about receiving the Lord Jesus Christ into our 

lives. No, he is talking about the believers' mind, will and emotions going through a reforming process 

through receiving the Word of God with a teachable attitude. 

The word "save" in this verse means to heal, make whole, recover and to preserve. That takes time. It 

takes time for the mind, will, and emotions to be healed and to be reformed. 

• Obedience is required! 

Obedience 



/əˈbiːdɪəns/ 

noun 

• compliance with an order, request, or law or submission to another's authority. 

• "children were taught to show their parents obedience" 

We demonstrate honor by being obedient. Obedience is connected to meekness and submission. 

Obedience flows from a heart of devotion because we know that doing the Word pleases the Father.  

Biblical obedience is never without relationship. We do not obey because of a law or a rule and the 

knowledge of bad consequences. No, we obey because we love and we submit because we have 

relationship. 

John 14:15 New King James Version (NKJV) 
15 If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

I believe that we are to train the body to a Biblical standard of obedience. There is standard of 

behavior that our Father is requiring of us. I believe God is calling us to first-time obedience.  

Likewise, we as parents have the responsibility to train our children to the Biblical standard of 

obedience. Training your child to respond to your voice the first time you speak means training 

them in God’s standard of obedience.  

1 Samuel 15:22-23 New King James Version (NKJV) 
22 So Samuel said: 

“Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, 

As in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 

And to heed than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 

And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 

He also has rejected you from being king.” 

• What does Biblical Obedience look like? 

Genesis 22:1-3 New King James Version (NKJV) 
22 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, 

whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 

the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled 



his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood 

for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

Abraham did three things: 

1. He rose up early in the morning 

2. He prepared himself 

3. He did that which the Lord had commanded him to do 

From these actions we find a Biblical pattern to obedience 

1. It is to be immediate 

2. It is to be completely obeyed 

3. It is to be without challenge 

4. It is to be without complaining 

The character of true obedience has to do with it being immediate, completely without challenge and 

without complaining. 

So, if God speaks to us in a way that requires an answer or an action, He expects an immediate and 

complete response. God never gives an instruction that he does not intent to have obeyed. Anything 

less than first-time obedience is in Gods standard sin.  

Now according to this standard if parents ask a child to do something and they disobey, that child is in 

sin. If you as a parent are repeating yourself in hopes that that child will obey someday, then you are in 

sin as a parent.  

Conclusion: In today’s post-modern world we in a sense have made the message and the messenger as 

something common or of a lesser value. We many times reject the message and the messenger because 

of an over familiarity. 

2 Timothy 3:14 New King James Version (NKJV) 

14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing 

from whom you have learned them, 

At the beginning of this text, Paul tells Timothy to hold onto the truth he heard from him. Paul is saying 

to Timothy that he must be careful not to lose the value of what he heard from Paul.  

The Bible is not just an informative book but it is God-breathed. There is holiness and reverence 

required on hearing godly men and woman speak from the Word. 

Paul clearly instructs Timothy to hold on to what he has received as precious. He is to guard it and 

treasure it because it is from God. It is God’s words and instructions and therefore should not be treated 

as something familiar and common.       

Understand today: we have access to knowledge that is unshakably true and infinitely valuable.  



God is calling us to attention. As good soldiers it is required of us to know the standard our commander 

in chief is operating at.  

2 Timothy 2:3-5 New King James Version (NKJV) 

3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in 

warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted 

him as a soldier. 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he 

competes according to the rules. 
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