
Perspectives on suffering and Persecution 

Scripture Reference:  1 Peter 4:12-14; 16-19 (NKJV) 
    

1 Peter 4:12-14;16-19 (NKJV) “12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent 

that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad 

with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the 

Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is 

glorified…16 yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God 

in this matter. 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it 

begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now 

“If the righteous one is scarcely saved, where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 

19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in 

doing good, as to a faithful Creator.”  

INTRODUCTION: Christians are not exempt from suffering. Pain and sorrow are real. Sometimes 

by our own design and sometimes because of others we face all sort of suffering. If we know 

that suffering is a teacher appointed by God to train us in godliness we can face whatever fiery 

trail and come through as pure gold. If we are willing to be trained by our suffering it yields the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness in our lives.    

If we are going to be used by God, He will take us through a number of experiences that are not 

meant to destroy or hurt us.  They are designed to make us useful in His hands. 

a) We suffer according to the will of God 

In 1 Peter 4:19 we read that we enter the sufferings of Christ “according to the will of God”. In 

other words to enter the fiery trail is part of God’s will for us. We therefore need to have a 

different point of view regarding suffering. If your point of view is that suffering is from the 

devil you will never be able to be trained by it.  

Not all of the bad things we go through can be traced back to a definite cause. Just ask our 

friend Job. Sometimes bad things happen to good people. Going through the fiery trial does 

not make you a bad Christian. Bad things do not necessarily happen to you as a result of sin.    

When it comes to suffering, the tendency has always been to avoid it at any cost. People have 

sought to find a shortcut or “the road of least resistance” to the deeper things of the Spirit, yet 

God’s way is always the way of suffering — “the long way around.” 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4:19


When it comes down to it sometimes it is only through our relationship with Jesus that we can 

understand what God is after in His dealings with us. 

b) To enter the fellowship of His suffering is the fulfillment of scripture. 

Furthermore we see that the Bible promises suffering for God’s people. For example, Acts 

14:22 Paul says, “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom.” And Jesus said, “If 

they persecuted me, they will persecute you” (John 15:20).  

From our text we hear Peter saying, “Do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which 

comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you” 

(1Peter 4:12). In other words it is not strange; it is to be expected. There will be a testing of our 

faith. 

Paul again said in 2Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted.” So I take it to be a biblical truth that the more earnest we become about being 

the salt of the earth and the light of the world, and reaching the unreached peoples of the 

world, and exposing the works of darkness, and loosing the bonds of sin and Satan, the more 

we will enter into the sufferings of Christ. 

c) Following Him means sharing in His suffering  

We read in Acts 9:14-16 where Ananias was send by the Lord to the house of Judas to find the 
new convert Saul; there with a prophetic word explaining to Saul, how many things he must 
suffer for Jesus’ name’s sake. Just imagine a prophetic word like that? Yet we find throughout 
scripture examples of the cost to discipleship.  

Philippians 1:29 "For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, 
but also to suffer for His sake."  

d) Judgment begins at the house of God 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 says, "Know this: In the last days perilous times will come. Men will be lovers 

of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 

unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, slanderers, unrestrained, fierce, 

despisers of those who are good, traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasures more than 

lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying its power." 

God help us. "Judgment will start in the house of God." God's house must be mended; God's 

house must repent. He reforms us to reform others. 

 



Suffering is a judge sent into the lives of believers to root out complacency and self-

centeredness. Suffering is a judge that’ll cause us to break with the evils of this world like the 

love of money; pride; disobedience and ungodliness. Suffering is a judge that will separate the 

genuine from the false.   

 

Blessings come from brokenness, restoration from repentance and revival through mourning. 

Woe be to the church who is in a hurry to burn through a sermon, scurry through worship and 

head to the nearest restaurant.  

 

God is very clear: "If My people humble themselves [afflict, mourn, sorrow over the condition 

of their land], pray, seek My face, and turn from wickedness then I will heal their land" (2 

Chr. 7:14). This begins with me and with you. 

 

Conclusion:  Christians are not exempt from suffering. Suffering is a teacher but also a judge. If 

we know that suffering is a teacher appointed by God to train us in godliness we can face 

whatever fiery trail and come through as pure gold. Suffering is also a judge sent into the lives 

of believers to root out complacency and self-centeredness. 

From these scriptures it becomes clear that the Christian life is a call to glory through a 

journey of suffering.  

Yes we prosper and we have good success as we progress through life but as we progress 

through difficulty we are matured into the full measure of the stature of Christ Jesus.  

   


