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Introduction: Church can never be one dimensional. Church is multi-dimensional. As it is with many 

doctrinal thoughts one cannot think ‘either’ ‘or’ I.e. dualism, when it comes to the church. This is the 

mystery of church – it is the multifaceted identity and work of the church. 

The builder of the church is Jesus Christ, who is also the Chief cornerstone, linked to apostles and 

prophets that accurately interpret the Bible. We, the body are living stones linked with love cemented 

together and so complete the structure and the blueprint for His Church in the earth today. We follow 

the patterns clearly set out in the New Testament. 

Ephesians 2:20 New King James Version (NKJV) 
20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being 

the chief cornerstone, 

Definition: The English word, church, comes from the Latin word, meaning circle. Our word, circus, is a 

derivative of the word, circle. Perhaps, very early-on when meetings, or assemblies convened, they sat 

in a circle like a “round table;” from that, the word, church was coined. This makes sense as the first 

church had no formal church buildings or temples, they met in houses.  

The New Testament word for "church" is ekklesia [ejkklhsiva], which means "the called-out ones" or 

“God's congregation” or “the universal/global church” and is used 109 times in the New Testament to 

describe the coming together of the people of God.  

Acts 2:46 New King James Version (NKJV) 
46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, 

they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart. 

Hebrews 10:25 Amplified Bible (AMP) 
25 not forsaking our meeting together [as believers for worship and instruction], as is the habit 

of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more [faithfully] as you see the day [of 

Christ’s return] approaching. 

Today I will attempt to delve into the many faceted church by touching on the following thoughts: 

• The Physical church 

o The Gathering places of the church 

o Church @ Community  

• The Spiritual church 

o The church Registered in heaven 



o The Spiritual design of church 

The physical church 

The Gathering places of the church 

Not limiting our thinking to ‘either this or that’ we find ‘both and more’ options in the new testament 

pattern. There is a balance between meeting publicly and form house to house in the book of Acts.  

In the early church and we see how Paul made use of buildings for teaching and training purposes such 

as in the school of Tyrannus in Ephesus – where he taught for 2 years until all Asia minor heard the word 

and God confirmed it with unusual signs and wonders, healings, deliverance and the shifting of the 

principality of the pagan god Diana in the region happened. (See Acts 19) 

The Antioch Church was a sending platform for missions and apostles and prophets were sent from there 

and returned with reports of God’s work in and through them. (See Acts 13 – 14) 

Acts 13:3 New King James Version (NKJV) 
3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

Acts 14:27 New King James Version (NKJV) 
27 Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had 

done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles. 

In addition you can have a governmental church like that of Jerusalem where the founding apostles 

under James made executive decisions that affected the rest of the churches like in Acts 15 when they 

welcomed the Gentile believers with certain protocols that prevented pagan rites and rituals from 

continuing in a Christian context. 

There was the Philippian Church where Apostle Paul and prophet Silas suffered physically and were 

thrown into prison. Later on, from there much financial support came to Paul to complete his apostolic 

mission to other churches who could not finance his visits. Apostle Paul sends his apostolic blessing to 

thank them in:  

Philippians 4:19 New King James Version (NKJV) 
19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

Church @ Community  

The core value: The church serves God by serving the community. Where the church exists to serve the 

community. God is moving through the church to transform communities. This he does through the lives 

of every believer in every area or sphere of influence. This has to do with the mission of the church. 

The church is missionary by nature because God has sent it on a mission in the world under the leading 

of the Holy Spirit. It is to bear witness to God's redemptive reign. Just as God is a missionary God, so the 

church is to be a missionary church. 



God is reforming the church in the ministry NOT of missions but of the apostolic. And apostolic ministry 

has a much broader meaning to it than the misconception of mission we sometimes have.  

We, the whole company of believers i.e. the church is an apostolic people; called out of the comfort of 

our local churches to rise up with the message of the kingdom; to go into all the earth and to live there 

in a new way.  

The message is not only to look at Jesus, but we need to move into Jesus. We need to live the message 

we preach whether inside or outside of the walls of the local church. 

We live life differently than the rest of the world. We do not fall into the same stresses and anxieties 

because we are wholly centered on Christ. A new and living way has been opened for us through the 

sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 

Hebrews 10:19-20 New International Version (NIV) 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 

the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 

body. 

The Spiritual Church 

The Church registered in Heaven 

Hebrews 12:22-24 New King James Version (NKJV) 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn 

who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 

24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks 

better things than that of Abel. 

There is a church in the earth that does all of the things we mention up to this point; they gather in 

buildings but also in homes; they work in the community and they do good. They look after the needy and 

they reach out to the poor, but they are not registered in heaven. 

The Spiritual nature of church is essential. A true remnant of believers is found in every denomination 

and in every building called a church in the earth. Just as you find unbelievers in every church, so too do 

you find Spirit filled, genuine faith seeking believers in every country and in every form of church that 

there is. These are they whom are registered in heaven, the remnant the true church of Jesus Christ that 

is in the earth.  

The statement: We are the church 

We are the church and we assemble together as the church. The one cannot be true if separated from 

the another. We cannot be church alone – we need togetherness to be the church. Yes, the church is 

not a building, but the church is also not someone separated and alone. 



Saying you want to be all alone, worshipping God on your schedule when it’s convenient for you is 

unscriptural. Listening to a podcast of your favorite preacher while you’re at the gym or on the back 

deck and pushing three of your favorite worship songs through your ear buds does not make you church. 

Disconnecting yourself from community is actually less faithful than connecting yourself to a flawed 

community. (I.e. the idea that church is flawed and therefore you disconnect from it) 

If you think the church today isn’t enough (and arguably, we need to reform it), then do what the early 

Christians did. We want to be like the church in Acts - If you want a more biblical church, don’t gather 

weekly, gather daily. Before dawn. Get up before the sun rises to pray together with other Christians 

before you go to work. Pool your possessions. Don’t claim anything as your own and then be willing to 

lose your job, your home, your family and even your life because you follow Jesus. Then you’ll be more 

authentic as an Acts type church. Stop this nonsense!  

There is such a thing as a church in the earth not registered in heaven, but the problem is neither 

because of the institutional church or the isolationist idea of church I.e. ‘we are the church and therefore 

do not need a church building’. It is both!  

And notice that the early church did indeed gather and gathering always leads to some form of 

organizing where there was a leader. To pretend the church doesn’t need to be organized and remain 

leaderless is as logical argument than believing society doesn’t need to be organized and can operate 

leaderless. It is nonsense and unbiblical. 

Because community is inevitable, organization is inevitable. Our ability to organize and to accomplish 

more together than we can alone is one of the crowning achievements of humanity, and our ability to 

work together makes Christian effort far more effective.  

It’s also part of God’s design for how we should interact while we’re on this planet. Come to think of it, 

heaven is a community too. The only one who wants us to believe that we are better off alone is the 

devil. 

The spiritual design of church 

As believers, we have a unique spiritual bond of unity. We worship an invisible God, who is a Spirit. Our 

meetings should then per definition be spiritual. When the gifts of the Spirit mentioned in 1 Cor 12 and 

14, is utilized and everyone participates, it makes for a spiritual meeting, with spiritual things happening. 

When spiritual people being filled with the Spirit meet together something spiritual ought to take place . 

1 Corinthians 14:26 New King James Version (NKJV) 
26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a 

teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for 

edification. 

Everyone participates 

Notice how each member has to prepare for the meeting. This means the meetings must have been 

longer in terms of time, “waiting on another”; sharing communion (See 1 Cor 11:33), it was inclusive of 



testimonies, prayer (See 1 Tim 2:1, 8,) praying for the sick (See James 5:13-16), repenting to another (See 

1 Cor 11:27-31). New Testament Christianity is not a spectator event or a one-man-show. Everyone 

participated. 

This scripture in 1 Cor 14:26 in the only scripture in the New Testament that outlines the program of a 

New Testament gathering of believers. 

There was: 

• ψαλμός psalmós: A song: the song sung with musical accompaniment. (See Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) 

• διδαχή didachḗ: A teaching: the leader will bring instructing, tutoring (See Mark 4:2; 1 Cor. 14:6, 

26; 2 Tim. 4:2 &Heb 5:11-6:2) 

• γλῶσσα glṓssa: They spoke in tongues, to speak languages not known to them before, means to 

speak in or with tongues other than their own native tongue (See Mark 16:17; Acts 2:4; 10:46; 

19:6; 1 Cor. 12:30; 14:2, 4-6, 13, 18, 23, 27, 39). It is significant than speaking in tongues, and the 

interpretation of tongues be listed as main ingredients to the NT gathering  of believers. As to 

emphasize its importance.  If you thus want to participate, get filled in the Holy Spirit by speaking 

in Tongues. 1 Cor 14 

• ἀποκάλυψις apokálupsis: There was revelation: uncovering, unveiling, disclosure of doctrine. 

The revelation of the mysteries refers to divine purposes and doctrines which before were 

unknown and concealed (Rom. 16:25 [TR]; 1 Cor. 14:6, 26). Of revelations from God the Father 

or Christ (2 Cor. 12:1, 7; Gal. 1:12; 2:2; Eph. 3:3). In Eph. 1:17 “a spirit of revelation” means a spirit 

which can fathom and unfold the deep things of God. 

• ἑρμηνεία hermēneía: There was Interpretation or explanation (1 Cor. 14:26), metonym for the 

ability to interpret, as a charisma (1 Cor. 12:10), gift.  Although the word interpretation in this 

reference refer specifically to the interpretation of tongues, I do propose that most of the 

activities is a form of interpretation. The word hermeneutic is used by theologians of the science 

of bible interpretation. Having visions and dreams, and spiritual experiences has to be 

interpreted and judged. 1 Cor 14:29 

All things are actually spiritual by definition. This is why a person operating from a point of religion, sets 

of rules and liturgy, cannot function in a NT Church meeting of spirit-filled believers. It is two completely 

different operating systems. 

The most important point however one needs to remember is: “let everything be constructive and 

edifying and for the good of all”  

Matthew 18:20 New King James Version (NKJV) 
20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.”  

Paul actually says that he is spiritual present although absent in the flesh.  



1 Corinthians 5:3-5 New International Version (NIV) 
3 For my part, even though I am not physically present, I am with you in spirit. As one who is 

present with you in this way, I have already passed judgment in the name of our Lord Jesus on 

the one who has been doing this. 4 So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and 

the power of our Lord Jesus is present, 5 hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the 

flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 

This reveals an unspoken thread, bond, connectedness, seamless robe, with the Spirit of Christ as 

revealed in His body, Him being the head. (See Eph 1:22) 

Conclusion: The simple way is; pick up the thread of the meeting, connect to the flow, listen to each 

other and resonate, harmonize. If the message you have prepared does not fit, discard it, it is not for 

now.  The most significant enemy to this kind of flow in a meeting is a selfish desire for prominence. All 

submit to the flow of the Spirit. 

Tune in to the Spirit of the meeting, from the first song the worship leader scans the spirit, the dance 

leaders resonate physically what is being sung, then while we are corporately tuning in, we experience 

an open heaven of revelation, and spiritual insight.  

As we begin to declare and share what we have seen and experience the visions become clearer and it 

grows, so that we can fulfill God’s original plan to be among His people.  
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