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Hebrews 8:6 New King James Version (NKJV) 

6 But now He (Jesus) has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator 

of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. 

Introduction: Passover was established when God rescued His people Israel from Egyptian slavery.  

After nine plagues did not move the pharaoh to let the Israelites go (See Ex. 7:14–10:29), the Almighty 

sent one final plague that provoked the king of Egypt to relent temporarily and free the Israelites. This 

plague, the death of all of Egypt’s firstborn sons (See Ex. 11:1–10), gave only a short window in which to 

escape; thus, the meal preceding it had to be something that could be eaten in haste. Unleavened bread 

was essential to the Passover as the people had no time to wait for the dough to rise if they were to get 

away (See Deut. 16:3). 

The blood of the Passover lamb was also a part of the feast. Though the people did not consume the 

blood, they did spread it on their door posts so that the angel of death would “pass over” their 

households (See Ex. 12:7–13). In so doing the Israelites marked themselves off as God’s people, saved 

from His wrath. 

Though God elected to save the Israelites, their sin did not make them any less worthy of death than 

the Egyptians. But the Lord provided a way for them to escape His wrath because of the covenant he 

made with Abraham.  

Today we are marked as His people yet again through the blood of the lamb which was slain for you and 

me on the Cross of Calvary. Our lives will again be spared from this plague because of the blood! 

Ultimately, the Passover looked forward to the time when the Lord would eternally save His people 

from judgment. We are saved from God’s wrath by God Himself. Let us never forget the righteous 

character of our Creator, who, despite our sin, mercifully chooses to redeem His people. 

Today we will look at this momentous occasion: 

The day of the establishment of this New Covenant 

It was to be the cutting of covenant by the shedding of blood.  Remember: to cut a covenant meant the 

sharing of a new life together - united by covenant - protecting one another, sharing assets, possessions, 

blessings as well as problems and DEBTS - till death.   

THE OLD COVENANT 



Moses did not only receive the 10 commandments.  He also received a detailed plan for a TABERNACLE 

- a tent structure where God and His covenant people could meet.  This included the HOLY PLACE and 

the HOLY OF HOLIES beyond a separating veil. 

In the Holy of Holies was a wooden box, overlaid with beaten gold, called the ARK OF THE COVENANT. 

Inside the ark, beside other items were the ten commandments. 

Because the people of Israel had the LAW, they knew they had sinned and could not directly approach 

a holy God.  - (Mount Sinai demonstrated this). Yet, being in covenant with God meant that their DEBTS 

(in this case, SINS) were God’s concern and He was legally bound to settle them. 

THE METHOD GOD USED 

He gave them a PRIESTHOOD.  The family of Aaron of the tribe of Levi were chosen to represent the 

nation before God.  They were given a complete system of daily animal blood sacrifices - to make them 

realize the awesome and terrible cost of sin and guilt uncovered. 

Once a year (in our October month) was the GREAT DAY OF ATONEMENT.  The High Priest, a man like 

us, who knew how people feel - prepare to go into the Holy of Holies as a representative of the people.  

He would enter God’s presence in their place.  He had to take off his glorious robes of embroidered blue, 

Scarlet, white and dress like the other priests - he looked just like them.   

SIN OFFERING on the day of atonement - two goats, especially chosen - without spot or blemish.  Levite 

priests would hold one goat down – the high priest leant on goat with both hands confessing the nations 

sins.  Symbolically, the goat was polluted with the nation's sins placed on it.  The goat was then killed, 

its blood caught in a basin.  The blood (carrying the nation’s sins) was taken into the presence of God 

(Holy of Holies) and sprinkled over the mercy seat.  The blood then covered (atoned) for the people’s 

sins for the past year.  This happened once a year. Inside the Holy of Holies, the High Priest could not sit 

down.  God wanted them to know - his (high priest) work was never finished. 

Then the High priest re-appeared from God’s presence and as the people saw him, they knew their sins 

were atoned for by the blood sacrifice. 

The second goat (The scapegoat) was brought forth and again the High Priest would lean on it with both 

hands - confessed all the nation’s sins over it. This polluted goat was then handed over to a Levite priest 

– he would lead the goat out of the camp into the wilderness while the people were watching. He 

eventually returned without the goat.  The people did not see the blood sprinkled on the mercy seat - but 

they saw their sin borne away into the desert - gone for good. 

This was the OLD COVENANT where man was able to approach God through the blood of animals via 

High Priest.  

THE NEW COVENANT 

THE NEW BLOOD COVENANT is established when God cuts the covenant at Calvary - He puts His laws in 

our hearts and minds - He put His Holy Spirit within us, enabling us to carry out His laws (now in our 

hearts).  This is God’s grace - (unmerited favor and spiritual blessings). 

Let’s look at how this new covenant was cut for us: 



• Sins not remembered anymore 

o God foretold the new covenant in Jeremiah 

Jeremiah 31:33-34 New King James Version 
33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 

LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 

they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the 

greatest of them, says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 

no more.” 

Note that God says; their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more. By saying this, He is saying that 

the day of atonement each year will no longer be necessary. There will be a sin offering to end all sin 

offerings - a day of atonement to end all days of atonement! 

• Touched with the feelings of our infirmities 

When Jesus came to earth - He came in the ministry of the High Priest - He laid aside His garment of 

glory and took on humanity - He looked like other people, He knew hunger and temptation. That is why 

He is able to understand how we feel. 

• Our Substitute 

Because we have sinned - we are IN DEBT (Rom 6;23)  

Romans 6:23 New King James Version 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

God took the initiative and covenanted to pay our debt.  Jesus’ blood paid the price in full.  As high 

priest he laid the sins on the goat (Jesus the lamb) - so God laid our sin on Jesus and He died as our 

SUBSTITUTE.  (Isa. 53;5-6)   

Isaiah 53:5-6 New King James Version 
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, 

He was bruised for our iniquities; 

The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 

And by His stripes we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

We have turned, every one, to his own way; 

And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

When He rose again, He took the sin offering into God’s presence in heaven itself. 



Hebrews 9:11-14 New King James Version (NKJV) 
The Heavenly Sanctuary 

11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more 

perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 Not with the blood of 

goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having 

obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, 

sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more shall the 

blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse 

your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

• The Scapegoat for the sins of the world 

o The second goat?   

When Jesus bore the world’s sin on the cross – He went into the heavenly Tabernacle to make atonement 

once and for all for sin. The people did not see it happen.  So, God let the people see Jesus being led out 

of Jerusalem, not only carrying the cross, but also our sin and reproaches. He was led into the wilderness 

of sin and death. 

• Seated at the Right Hand of God 

When His redeeming work was completed - sin had been wiped out and atoned for by His own blood - 

He SAT DOWN at the right hand of God.   

Hebrews 10:11-14 New King James Version (NKJV) 
Christ’s Death Perfects the Sanctified 

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which 

can never take away sins. 12 But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, 

sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from that time waiting till His enemies are made His 

footstool. 14 For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 

Conclusion: 

Covenant in both the old and new context is a deep commitment, a friendship, a contract or legal 

agreement, a pledge or promise, between two parties and it is a binding oath that is understood to be 

for life.  

Without a revelation of what this new covenant is, it is nearly impossible to understand the strength and 

integrity of God’s promises to His children.  

AND THIS WONDERFUL WORKING OF GOD IS NOT FOR THE SELECT FEW ONLY! 

Hebrews 8:11 New King James Version (NKJV) 
11 None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for all 

shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them. Which means it is for everybody. 
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