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Romans 12:2 The Message (MSG) 

Place Your Life Before God 

12 1-2 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, 

eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what 

God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that 

you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside 

out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, 

always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed 

maturity in you. 

Introduction: Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 

There is a flow that is directly opposed to the flow of the Spirit. We speak of it as the spirit of this world 

or worldliness.  

Like the salmon we swim upstream. We do not fit into the flow and the frequency of this world. We 

pioneer a new frequency as we flow and operate as the Holy Spirit leads us. Embracing what God does 

for us is the best thing we can do for him. Fixing our attention on God and you’ll be changed from the 

inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it.  

The culture around you will drag you down to its level of immaturity. There are spiritual forces at work 

in society that want destruction through division and conflict.  

The war is a war of power, not truth.  

We can no longer afford to just go with the flow of this world without thinking. The war is a war of 

power, not truth. That’s why it plays out in violence, suppression and propaganda and not in argument, 

dialogue and logic.  

Division is the end goal: 

The tribes are blacks versus whites, gays versus straights, religion versus everyone, man versus woman, 

right versus left, etc. It is breeding resentment, victimhood, hatred, and discontent and it’s destroying 

people. 

Women bristle at masculinity and forever push for empowerment over the men in their lives, blacks live 

with festering resentment over “white privilege,” the trans community believes their mental struggles 

are stigma-based and the whole LGBTQ world is sincerely convinced that Christians hate their guts.  



When these tribes battle one another, and there is no such thing as unifying truth to help you resolve 

things, your only answer is violence and power struggle. These battles are tearing apart nations. It’s 

getting worse, not better and it’s happening in South Africa, too. 

Christians - please do not drink the tribal Kool-Aid. It's destroying us. It's a vehicle for terrible hatred and 

the entrapment of victimhood. It's about power, not truth. 

Two wrongs won’t make a right. Stirring it up all over again and making the “other lot” pay is false justice.  

The idea that one man’s sin is a collective sin is dangerous.  

Individuals are responsible for their actions and should be individually punished, whether that be abuse 

of power or looting or anything else. 

Our hope is not in the kingdoms of this world, but in the kingdom of God which cannot be shaken. 

Hebrews 12:27-28 New King James Version 

27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that are being shaken, as of things that 

are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a 

kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence 

and godly fear. 

There is a solution: 

We call it the general assembly of the church of the firstborn registered in heaven: 

Revelation 5:9-10 New King James Version (NKJV) 

9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You 

were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” 

The kingdoms of this world might always fail on this point. But in the kingdom of God, there will be no 

such failure.  

From the start of the church, the gospel was proclaimed in tongues so that everyone heard it in their 

own language. 

Acts 2:7-12 New King James Version (NKJV) 

7 Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak 

Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? 9 Parthians 

and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of 

God.” 12 So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?” 

The gospel is for "whosoever will" - and that is the greatest equality in the world.  

Babel split us apart. Christ draws us together. He will finish the job! 



It's no mistake that some of the most successful multicultural environments on the planet are churches.  

Paul’s commission. 

Paul was a proud Jew who realized the culturally astonishing truth that God's heart was for the Gentiles, 

too. He became the "Apostle to the Gentiles." In that commission, his message was not, "Gentile lives 

matter." 

It was the gospel of Jesus Christ or nothing else. Our world needs the gospel, not a Marxist, race-based, 

movement of identity politics.  

It needs the gospel which goes out to "every tribe, tongue and nation" and makes "all one in Christ 

Jesus."   

The Apostle to the Gentiles said: 

1 Corinthians 2:2 New King James Version (NKJV) 

2 For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

Oh, how I fear that we - even the Christian church - are forgetting this. I speak for myself, too. 

Swim upstream – with a different perspective 

I condemn Black Lives Matter because they are a Marxist movement. Marxism is anti-Christ. They 

substitute sin with power. They substitute the individual with the tribe, imputing guilt, innocence, and 

judgement to collective groups and not to responsible/guilty individuals. 

They absolve guilt, not by repentance, but by claiming victim status. Sin is justified for some. They do 

not absolve guilt for all.  

They exist to agitate, tear down, create chaos, divide, and destroy. That is the cultural Marxist objective 

– destroy the system and do it violently. 

They substitute facts with emotion, stoking the flames of anger to drive this program. Most horrifyingly 

of all, however, they don’t substitute forgiveness with anything. There simply is none. Sins of the past 

cannot ever be made right. Every last drop of reckoning, penance, and reparation must be extracted. 

An Unforgiving Spirit 

Ephesians 4:32 New King James Version (NKJV) 

32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you. 

It is a very grave sin for a Christian to adopt an unforgiving spirit. It is anti-Christ, because it denies the 

very essence of who Jesus is and what He has done in us. It is what you join hands with every time you 

hashtag BLM. 

Not to mention, they support the total destruction of the nuclear family, the ‘liberation’ of gender, 

abortion, and every other sinful thing we’ve been weeping over in recent decades. 

Scripture says God hates the sin of partiality, which is what racism is. Scripture says you cannot hate your 

neighbor and love God at the same time. 



James 2:1 English Standard Version (ESV) 

2 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 

 

Yet the entirety of the gospel message is this color-blind message which truly answers the needs of our 

world. It is the greatest equality ever known, from the God of the universe. 

Christians must LEAD with answers that have their roots in this message, not follow sheepishly behind 

the cultural trends of the day (without thinking) which are utterly opposed to this message in their very 

core. 

Galatians 3:28 New King James Version (NKJV) 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Conclusion:  

The reality is that nearly everyone in this country - especially the Christian - hates racism, loves the 

environment, wants to help the poor, and hates seeing kids suffer.  

Don't be pressured into virtue-signaling this obvious fact about yourself by giving power to a movement 

that hates the gospel at its core. Because that’s what’s going on here. 

There is a reason the Apostle warns:  

Ephesians 4:14 New King James Version (NKJV) 

14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 

by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

2 Corinthians 6:14 New King James Version (NKJV) 

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 

lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 

What reason? So that we might have discernment and not be bewitched. 

Christian, what we need is the unadulterated gospel of Jesus Christ and its all-sufficient power to save. 

That is enough for you and your world. It is more than enough for the times we are all facing today. 

Amen 
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